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(OTGR) newsletter. | hope this note finds our readers staying cool in what is turning out to be a sizzling hot

summer for many parts of the ountry. Our thoughts for relief and safety are with those battling wildfires and the

effects of heavy rain in recent weeks. These past few months have been a season filled with significant milestones
and activity, including therecent confirmation of VA Secretary Robert Wilkie who we know is focused on engaging

with tri bal leaders as soon as possible.

Also,the passage of the Mission A¢ctvhich (among other important provisions), alls for the expansion of the VA
Caregivers programrequiring the VA toconduct a pilotti A OOAAT EOE OAOEAAT AU POl COA
including both IHS and Tribal facilities.A minimum of 100 residents would be authorized and all costs specific to

the residency programs will be covered by the VAThe pilot is authorized through August 7, 2024 The National

VA/IHS Reimbursement Agreemenhas been extended to June 2@2and lastly, our office, along with VA Benefits
Assistance Service and other VA colleagues working in partnership with over 20 tribal governmensgyveral State
Departments of Veteran Affairs and Veteran Service OrganizatioAsl 1 OET OAA O1I Oi11 1606 09
"OET CET C 6! ‘tampalgiEERIaniphign Bobisists of ove0 intense one andwo-day claims events

across Indian Cantry on an (almost) weekly basis since the spring As | write this, approximately 800 Veterans

EAOA AAAT AOOGEOOAA xEOE AAT AEEOO Al AEke@ng@koadiveCE OEA O/
payments issued and disability ratings increased. TMEAAAAAAE xA80OA OAAAEOAA EO OE
assisted through these claims events engaged with VA for the very first time, which is an important and positive

step for both the Veterans and their families.

We also partnered with the Centers foMedicaid/Medicare Services (CMS) Tribal Affairs group to host a series df
webinars focused on (1) VHA enrollment and eligibility, (2) VA benefits available through the Veterans Benefits
Administration and (3) the Reimbursement Agreements prograr8 e workifiglon obtaining links to the
webinars for future reference. OTGRalso releasel the 2017 VA Executive Summary chronicling VA engagements
and oureach to tribes. A link to thatreport can be found on theOTGR websiteand in this newsletter.

The month of June ended with longwaited and very welcome news when the Smithsonian, National Museum of
the Americanindian, announced thatHarvey Pratt,a Cheyenne Arapaho artist from Oklahomavould be the
designer of the National Native American Veterans Memorialt will be dedicated on Veterans Day 2020.

Our OTGR team has been incredibly busy supporting theachs events while maintaining the day to day requests

and duties of their respective field offices and planning for activities as we prepare to close out the end of the fiscal
year. Inthe Southwest, Homana Pawiki is lining up a VA exhibit booth for thed&nix Area HSPartnership

Conference coming up the week of July 8@t the Phoenix Convention Center. On August ®EA81 1 AA 0OOP
VA claims event that will be held in San Carlos, AZ at Burdette Hall on the San Carlos Apache Reservation. On
August 11, Homana will be lining p VA subject matter experts for the Gila River Indian Community Veteran and

Family Conference to be held at the Sheraton, Wild Horse Pass Resort and Conference Center located on the Gila
River Indian Community Reservation.


https://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment/
http://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/2017_Executive_Summary_508.pdf
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Over in the VA Continental District (which we also refer to as the Southern Plains area), Mary Culley supported
claims events at Osage Nation, Choctaw Nation and with the Shawnee Tribe in Miami, OK. Shéellsed the
National Congress of Americamidians Veterans Committee during their midyear meeting in Kansas City, MO. She
addressed the National Association of State Women Veterans Coordinators during their annual conference held in
Alexandria, VA and made tribal government site visits, attendefulsa and Oklahoma City suicide prevention
challenge meetings and worked to prepare for the Oteblissouria Veterans Stand Down coming up this fall.

On the west coast, in the Pacific District, Terry Bentley worked 7 Veterans claims events held in tribammunities
stretching from Alaska to the Central Valley of California. She also facilitated a meeting with the Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (Pendleton, OR) and the Walla Walla VAMC regarding reactivation of the
sweathouse program located on the VA campus. Terry is supporting the VISN 20/Yakama Nation partnership
Veterans Camp Chaparral, which is scheduled to be held the week of August TBis Veterans Camp has been
running for over 26 years and has served to build bridges, pmote trust and crosscultural understanding

between VA employees and the Native Veterans they serve. She is also busy planning events to be held in the
Pacific District this fall, stay tuned for updates and more informatioisoon.

Out in the Central Northeast Districts, Peter Vicairdined up VA segmentdor CMS conferences in Denver and

Chicago, manned an OTGRiutreach booth at a National Indian Health Board meetingn Prior Lake, MN (near his
hometown), helpedimplement a veterans claims clinic in Red Cliff, WI, assisted with the filming of an interview

with a Penobscot WWII Veteran, provided outreach at a health/benefits fair hosted by the Houlton Band of

Maliseet Indians in Maine, and most recently, he and ttended the National Gathering of American Indians in
Schaumburg, IL.His upcoming events include a claims clinic with the Bay Mills Indian Community in Michigan on
Augusth OEAT EA8O 1T £#£&£ O 0OAEOEA " Al A @ivéefarshrOécénEstate] + A
legislation to return an estimated $250,000 tdveterans who were illegally taxedoy that statewhile in the military.

I hope you enjoy this Super Summer edition as much as we engalputting it together. If you have subnssions to
the newsletter, please email content or questions ttibalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov We monitor this
mailbox from our DC office and wilrespondright away. We look forward to catbing up with tribal leaders,
Veterans, family members, and Veteran service providers during our travels and meetings in the weeks ahead.

Happy Reading

%mmwm

Links to non-Federal services are provided solely as a service tar readers. These links do not constitute an endorsement of these organizations or their
programs by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and none should be inferred. VA is not responsible for the contetiieoindividual organization
web pages 6und at these links nor the information provided on these events by organizations or individuals.
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Department of Veterans Affairs 2017 OTGR
Executive Summary Report

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has released ti2817 OTGR Executive
Summary Report which provides a comprehensive summary /& 6 fficé @ Tribal
Government Relations (OGR activities during 2017. This report, prepared by
OTGR EECEI ECEOO OOEAAOGE O P DOEI OEOEA
Native Veterans, identified through consultation.

The 2017 report can bedownloaded at the link provided above and print copies
are being mailed to federally recognized tribes.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

2017 Executive
VVVVVVYVYVVYVYVYY Summary Report

Celebrating Our Heroes:
Progress, Priorities, and Partnerships

BB 00 s OO i,

VA recognizes and respects the sovereignty of American Indian and Alaska Native
tribal nations and is committed to regular, meaningful consultatia with tribal
governments to gain input on VA policies, programs, and services, with the goal of
better serving American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans.

For more information about VA and OTGR, please visit the OTGR website at
www.va.gov/tribalgovernment. Feedback and suggestions can be submitted by
email to tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov



http://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/2017_Executive_Summary_508.pdf
http://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/2017_Executive_Summary_508.pdf
http://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment
mailto:tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov
http://files.kauffmaninc.com/projects/va/2017_Executive_Summary_508.pdf

v, A ¢ Office of S
«(*)x Tribal Government VA ‘ e of Veterans Affairs

» « Relations

VA and IHS Extend Reimbursement Agreement to
June 30, 2022

AMENDMENT 3

AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

AND

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE
FOR
REIMBURSEMENT FOR DIRECT HEALTH CARE SERVICES

In accordance with paragraph E. of Section X, GENERAL PROVISIONS and notwithstanding
Amendments 1 and 2, effective on the date when this Amendment is signed by the last party:

1. Paragraph E. of Section VII. REIMBURSEMENT FOR DIRECT CARE SERVICES
is amended to read as follows:

E. Pharmacy Services. To the extent pharmaceuticais are reimbursable under this
Agreement, VA shall reimburse IHS as follows:

1. Formulary. VA shall reimburse IHS only for pharmaceutical drugs on the
formulary used by VA in accordance with National VHA policy and
applicable Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) and local VA
Medical Center (VAMC) policy for medication orders. The Pharmacy
Benefits Management Services
(http://www.pbm.va.gov/nationalformulary.asp) webpage contains the VA
National Formulary. Requests for reimbursement of pharmaceutical drugs
not on the VA formulary shall be submitted by IHS for approval by VA in
advance of the request for reimbursement to the local VAMC Pharmacy
{as specified in the VA-IHS/THP Provider Guide) and will be processed
by VA in accordance with VA policy on non-formulary drugs. If IHS is
requesting reimbursement for a VA Non-Formulary pharmaceutical, [HS
must attach the approval documentation with the submitted pharmacy
claims.

2. Outpaticnt Pharmacy Services. VA shall reimburse the actual cost paid by
IHS for the drugs for outpatient emergent need prescriptions or other
outpatient prescriptions provided through the IHS facility to Eligible
AI/AN Veterans. This includes reimbursement for long term prescriptions
(prescriptions for more than a 30-day supply).
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2. Section XI1. PERIOD OF AGREEMENT is amended to read as follows:
XIl.. PERIOD OF AGREEMENT

This Agreement is effective from December 5, 2012, through June 30,
2022. Either Party may cancel this Agreement upon 60 days written
notice. VA obligations under this agreement shall be subject to the
availability of appropriated funds.

ACCEPTED: ACCEPTED:
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION HUMAN SERVICES
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE

9 = D
RS 7ATES OF 2
RS

W gy ML Ma | TR 2
B).: N —?\:—)'\,/ — B}'
Carolyn M. Clancy, M.D. N RADM Michael D. Weahkee
Executive in Charge Acting Director ‘
Date: 6// //// Date: 22 TVN 2015
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VA Reimburses over $79 Million to IHS and Tribal

Health Programs

Tribal health clinics interested in entering into a reimbursement agreement with
VA for serving veterans should send an initial note of interest to:
tribal.agreements@va.gov

Indian Health Service/Tribal Health Program

National Deta
Tomd Dlsbursemaet for M5/ TH? Prograre. Total Urigue Veterans for M5/T0 Prograre
Agreecsest Data % FYTD by Program - Date to FYTD ey
Program Total Dsbersed Tatal Uricue Vetsrana
$79,186,027.52 WS ESTE)ERIIEEY TTE 9,549
THP $44.212.844.57 4200
Total Disbursemmnt of Out of System Retropeyments (enly) - payments
Cut of System [yrey | m«hwalm Tots! Unigue Vetarses - Out of Syrtam
Program Totsl Dsbersed Tt Urigue Vetsrans
$38,427.00 1HS | £22 02100 | 972 1,382
THP | $16,406.00 | 310
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$AOECT 3A1 AAOAA A1 O 31 EC
American Veterans Memorial

( A OA @uticle Adm the Smithsonian published on June 26, 2018. More
information on the competition, artist biography, juror bios, etc. can & found HERE

The memorial will sit on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., and Pratt envisions a cle
view of the U.S. Capitol's dome from there. As Smithsonian.cms reported, Pratt's use of
circles suggests "the cycle of life and death, and the continuity of all things." The stone drL
it adds, symbolizes an invitation for people to "harmonize their experiences" with on
another to the "silent rhythms" of the drumbeat. Pratt was born in Guthrie, Okla., and is
citizen of the Cheyenne and Arapaho nations. He's a veteran of the Marine Corps and ser
in Vietham from 1962 to 1965. He also worked as a forensic artist for gies, creating witness
description drawings for law enforcement.

4EA EOOU &I O OEA 31 EOEOIT EAT 60 .Natbmal Natvé
American Veterans Memorial has unanimously selected the design concept submitted
Harvey Pratt (Cheyenm®/Arapaho) tited O7 AOOET 0086 #EOAT A 1T £ (1
memorial is slated for September 21, 2019. It is slated to open late 2020.

O4EOI OCE |1 AAGET ¢ OEIT OOAT AO T &£ . AGEOGA 1]
commitment these veteans have tothe welAAET ¢ 1T £ OEA 51 EOAA
j 0OAxT AAqQh AEOAAOQI O 1T £ OEA |1 OOADOI 8 O4EAOA
a country that had not kept its commitments to Native people, and yet they chasend are
still choosing? to serve.This reflects a very deep kind of patriotism. | can think of no finel
AoAi D1 A T £ OAOOGEAA O OEA 51 EOAA 30A0AO

Native Americans serve at a higher rate per capita than any other population group. Fe
outside the military and American Indian Nations know that Native people have served i
the U.S. armed forces since the American Revolution and continue to serve today. -
i AGEiI 160 AADEOAI EO ik and Solend n@motialCinclQdtd haky
EiITT1 OETC OEA TAOET 160 OAOAOAT 68 9AO 11 1
contributions of American Indians, Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiians who have served
the military since colonial times.

Pratt is a multimedia artist and recently retired forensic artist, as well as a Marine Corp
Vietnam veteran. His design concept is a multisensory memorial. An elevated stainless st
circle rests on an intricately carved stone drumListen to Pratt describe his design concep
in detail. The selected design will undergo further development in partnership with the
museum.

Congress commissionethe museum to build a National Native American Veterans Memori
OEA O 4 BEnieAdans the opportunity to learn of the proud and courageous tradition of
service of Native Americans in the Armed Forces of the United Sta#es
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https://newsdesk.si.edu/releases/design-selected-smithsonian-s-national-native-american-veterans-memorial
https://newsdesk.si.edu/kits/design-chosen-national-native-american-veterans-memorial
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/this-innovative-memorial-soon-honor-native-american-veterans-180969060/
https://nmai.si.edu/nnavm/heroes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el2fIAisJe8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ70/PLAW-113publ70.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/hr2135/BILLS-103hr2135enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/hr2135/BILLS-103hr2135enr.pdf
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The museum worked with the National Congress of American Indiangnd other Native

organizations to createan advisory committeecomposed of tribal leaders, Native veterans
and their family members from across the country who assisted with outreach to Nativ
American communities and veterans. The advisory committee and the museum conducte
35 community consultationsacross the nation to seek input and support for thenemorial.

These events resulted in @hared vision and set of design principlefor the National Native

American Veterans Memorial.

The National Museum of the American Indiarconducted an international competition to
select design concepts for thélational Native American Veterans MemorialDon Stastny, ar
architect and urban designer, oversaw the copetition. The design was selected through «
juried, two-stageprocess The jury members are:

Larry Ulaaq Ahvakana (Inupiaq), artist, Ahvakana Fine Art

Stephanie Birdwell (Cherokee), directo, Veterans Affairs, Office of Tribal

Government Relations

9 *TETTAOOA "AOOAE #I11 Ah AEOAAOI O Ai AO

Art

Edwin Fountain, general counsel, American Battle Monuments Commission

1 Mark Kawika McKeague (Native Hawaiian),icector of Cultural Planning, Group 70
International Inc.

1 Brian McCormack (Nez Perce) Principal Landscape Architect, McCormack Landsci

Architecture

f
f

=

T Lillian Pitt (Wasco/Yakima/Warm Springs), artist
1 Herman Viola, curator emeritts, Smithsonian
1 Kevin Gover Pawnee), alternate juror, director of the National Museum of the

American Indian

More information on the competition regulations and process is available in the Desig
Competition Manual: https://nmai.us.fluidreview.com/res/p/regulations/ . For more
information about the memorial, visit Americanindian.si.edu/NNAVM

This project is made possible by the generous support of the Eastern Band @fierokee
Indians; Bank of America; Northrop Grumman; the Citizen Potawatomi Nation; the S:
Manuel Band of Mission Indians; Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker LLP; General Motors;
Ann and Marshall Hunt; the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community; and the &alh
Insurance Agency of Oklahoma

About the National Museum of the American Indian

The National Museum of the American Indian is committed to advancing knowledge ar
understanding of the Native cultures of the Western Hemisphere past, present and
future? through partnership with Native people and others. Located on the National Mall &
Fourth Street and Independence Avenue S.W., the museum is open each day from 10 a.
vdgonm P8I 8 jAITOAA $AA8 cuds8 )OO EO A Adhte
Maryland Avenue/Smithsonian Museums exit.
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http://www.ncai.org/
https://nmai.si.edu/nnavm/memorial/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/support/national-native-american-veterans-memorial/#consultation
http://nmai.si.edu/sites/1/files/nnavm/NNAVM_Manual_final.pdf
http://nmai.si.edu/
https://nmai.si.edu/nnavm/
https://nmai.us.fluidreview.com/res/p/regulations/
https://nmai.us.fluidreview.com/res/p/regulations/
http://americanindian.si.edu/NNAVM
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Smithsonian Reveals Winning Design for New
Native American Veterans Memorial

( A O A @uticle Adm NPRwritten by Kat Chow and published on June 26

The Smithsonian'sNational Museum of the American Indiarhas announced the winning
concept for the National Native American Veterans Memorial Multimedia artist Harvey
Pratt's Warriors' Circle of Honorwill incorporate a large, upright stainless steel circle set
above a stone drum in the center of a circular walkway with intricate carvings of the fiv
military seals.

The memorial will sit on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., and Pratt envisions a cle
view of the U.S. Capitol's dome from there. As Smithsonian.cémas reported, Pratt's use of
circles suggests "the cycle of life and death, and the continuity of all things." The stone drL
it adds, symbolizes an invitation for people to "harmonize their experiences" with on
another to the "silent rhythms" of the drumbeat. Pratt was born in Guthrie, Okla., and is
citizen of the Cheyenne and Arapaho nations. He's a veteran of the Marine Corps and ser
in Vietnam from 1962 to 1965. He also worked as a forensic artist fgears, creating withess
description drawings for law enforcement.

Pratt tells NPR's Mary Louise Kelly that he hopes his design will function as an architectui
piece rather than just a work of sculpture> something that people can become a part of.

He says he can picture people taking a seat on the benches tucked into the drum founte
and reflecting on their own experiences with the military. He also hopes that it might be
cathartic place for some veterans.

RiA
o



https://www.npr.org/2018/06/26/623515229/smithsonian-reveals-winning-design-for-new-native-american-veterans-memorial
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
https://nmai.si.edu/nnavm/
https://harveypratt.com/
https://harveypratt.com/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/this-innovative-memorial-soon-honor-native-american-veterans-180969060/
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"Most nations have veterans tell storie about what they did," Pratt says. "People can cornr
in there and do that and be comforted, and get rid of some things that are on their minds th
bother them." More than 150,000 veterandgdentified as American Indian and Alaska Native
in the 2010 census And according to the U.S. Department of Defengleere are more than
20,000 active duty service memberdn the military who identify as American Indian or
Alaska Native.

The memorial was selected unanimously by an eighgerson jury of Native and nonNative
artists, designers, museum directors and veterand#t acknowledges the history and service
of American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian veterans, according to the museur
director, Kevin Gover, who is a citizen of the Pawnee Tribe of Oklahom&aover says that
throughout the process of helping phn the memorial, he has met thousands of Nativ
American veterans who have demonstrated over and over their commitment to the U.S.

"These veterans are perfectly aware that they are serving a country that had not kept i
commitments to Native people, andyet they chose? and are still choosing? to serve,"
Gover says. "This reflects a very deep kind of patriotism. | can think of no finer example
service to the United States and the promise it holds."

The memorial will break ground on Sept. 21, 2019, ahbe unveiled in late 2020.

"I want it to be a place of healing and comfort, and a place that's hopefully going to be bt
on love," Pratt says.

— |



https://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb11-ff22.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb11-ff22.html
https://www.va.gov/TRIBALGOVERNMENT/docs/AIAN_Report_FINAL_v2_7.pdf
https://www.va.gov/TRIBALGOVERNMENT/docs/AIAN_Report_FINAL_v2_7.pdf
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CONNECTING American Indian Veterans get VAs ear

VETS[nM | ( A O A @rticle Adm ConnectingVets.com which was written by Matt Saintsing an
published on July 25.

American Indianswho served in themilitary are finally getting a seat at the table.

Three senators are introducing a bill to create an American Indian advisory board to the
VA, addressing the unique struggles they endure. American Indians have higher rates of
being uninsured, and are sigificanly more likely to delay health care due to untimely VA
appointments. And yet Native American Indians serve at much higher rateper capita
than any other ethnic group in the U.SIn fact,27 have been awarded the Medal of Honor,
i 60 1 A OEdthiliafy mEd&IC E A

The bipartisan VA Tribal Advisory Committee Act would create a 15 member advisory
committee? representing each of the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affaws on Tribal
and American Indian issues. It would include at least four vetans. O éterans hold a place
I £ ETT1T1T0 ET . AOGEOA Al i1 01 EOCEAOhd OAEA *}
' I AOGEAAT )T AEAT 68 0411 1 £ZOAT 1060 . AGEOA
resources they earned through their servicetotE O AT O1T OOU8 6

O. AGEOA ' i AOEAAT O EAOGA OECiI AA Obp O1 OAOC
VA must do more to make sure they have access to the health care and benefits they
AAOT AARS OAEA -NoAt), &anking hembedobtie/séndti $ AOAOAT O
Committee. 0/ OO AEDAOOEOAT AEI1T xEI1l [ AEA O06O.
at the table as the VA comes up with important solutions to connect Indian Country with V
OAOOGEAAOS8DOG

The committee would serve as a communicatioline between VA and tribal entities, and
would include faceto-face meetings with the VA secretary to provide mucheeded
leadership on affairs impacting American Indian communitesO! 1 AOEA EAO |
per capita than any state in the country, ath Alaska Native veterans serve at higher rates ir
OEA 5838 [ EI EOAOU OEAT AT U 1T OEAO 1 AGEAKS
special kind of patriotism is unique, as are the health care and access challenges impactir
these veterans acrossARAOEA AT A OEA 51 EOAA 30AOAOG86G

Congress would receive recommendations on how to improve VA access and care to
American Indian veterans, in an effort to expand VA outreach and benefits, if this bill

becomeslaw.04 1 1 1 AT U T £ OEAOGA Al AOAICAD ODAT AT C
OAOOEAAOG OEAU EAOA AAOI-MM)nvce chalhah Af thd Sehate 4
YT AEAT | £ZAEOO #1111 EOOAARG Al O AAAET ¢ C

AADPAOOI AT 08 egoverhnted lationkhipQuith tribA O 8 6
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NATIVE NEWS

ONLINE.NET American Indian Veterans Honored in D -Day
Memorial Events in France for Service

( A O A @uticle A£/dm Native News Online.netvhich was published on June 10

QMAHA BEACH France IQ thAe first We,ekA of J'upe this year, trlere were seven
| Ai T OEAT AOAT OO0 xEOEET &OAT AA xEEAE |
YT AEAT - Al T OEAIT oOm@Habeadhi OEA OET OA 1.

France welcomed with respect and honored our Native American Veterans and
community members from around the United States, as they gathered to support
93-year-old Charles Norman Shay, a Penobscot Tribal elder and hero, who landec
with the Big Red One Army 4 Division. Shay, who was a medic, was on the first
wave to land on Omaha Beach, June 6th, 1944. He then went on to serve in Koree
was a POW, and then finished his service to our country.

One ceremony, which fell on June 5, 2018, rementee all the contributions of
Native soldiers who gave their all on EDay, June 6, 1944. Over 500 American
Indian served during the World War 1l campaign.

These ceremonies marked history in another way, as CEO of Trickster Art Gallery
Joseph Podlasek orgdmed for the first time Native Veterans and the Native
community to be a part of multiple ceremonies around France, with the eagle staff:
from the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi of Michigan, Nis Lac Tribe of Minnesota,
and Williams Family Staff representedTribal flags were also presented from the
Oklahoma Seminoles, the Penobscot Tribe of Maine, and each of the tribes that
honored us with their Eagles Staffs.

Representative from the Penobscot Tribe Jennifer Francis performed a ceremony
on Omaha beach athte Park, and Trickster Art Gallery Native youths from lllinois
Steven and Tristan Podlasek joined in to help carry the tribal flags. Native veteran
of 28 years of service, Julia Kelly, gifted a jingle dress to Agiina Podlasek, to share
special healing anl water ceremony. Christina Pike, a Native youth from MN, also
helped share tobacco and join in the ceremonies. Cherokee flute music was
presented by Mark Cleveland, to honor and soothe the souls of those who never
made it home.

The delegation visited 58grave sites, performing a small ceremony at each grave.
The veterans smudged the crosses, gifted tobacco, and placed a beautiful picture,
name plate, and a rose tied with a ribbon of the United States colors. Emily Farr,
Multimedia Specialist of Trickster,and Corporal Kevin Payne, with the Department
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NATIVE NEWS
ONLINE.NET

.. Celebrating Native Voices

of Defense and U.S. Department of Veterans Affai@ffice of Tribal Government
Relations, will create photo slide shows and a documentary, which will be available
soon atwww.trickstergallery.com.

There will be a full exhibit covering the inaugural opening ceremony of the park

AAAEAAOAA E IDayfOiména Beadp Boartett Weters, Charles Shay Indian
- AT T OEAT 0AOE&® AO 4 OE RZBDDASDat 2 pini Thidwaltba
AAAT I DATEAA AU OEA 31 EOE OfotoBdullet @@ AOOI
Annual National Gathering. This all began with the National Gathering of Americar
Indian Veterans, held the 8 weekend each July at Cantigny Plarwhere 43 tribes
were represented by their veterans in 2017.Native Veterans across the country
AACAT O1 1T AAO AT A AEOAOOO OEA O1 011 A
highest percentage of any race of people per capita to serve in the raity,
discussing topics such as health, wellness, employment, and policy change.

The group partnered with the McCormick Foundation, Cantigny ParkstDivision
Museum, and the France AU T OCAT EUAO - AOEA | A’ OA
sage was gifted for the trip by the Pala Band of Mission Indians in California. They
worked with their youth group to pick and send sage and tobacco to Joe Podlasek
to be used throughoutthe week.

More Native Veterans and eagle staffs are invited to join thg group next year from
June 1z June 7to celebrate the 73" anniversary of D-Day. Since it is the 78
anniversary, rooms need to be booked by February, 201%Ve also have a research
team from Trickster, the Smithsonian NMAI, and of tribal historians gathering to
verify names from the tribes who landed on EDay, June 8, 1944, to be read on the
beach during future ceremonies.

For more information: joep@trickstergallery.comor www.trickstergallery.com
847.301.2090.
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Rogue Valley Powwow Honors Veterans

( A O A @rticle rdm KOBI (NBG6) which was written by Miles Furuichi and
published on June 3. Tharticle and video [2:12] can be foundHERE

A ceremony steeped in Native American tradion, the Rogue Valley Veterans Powwow was
held over the weekend at the VA in White CityWeterans and the public were welcomed to
join in the ceremonies to honor all those who have served the country. With an array of
vendors and ceremonial tributes, thesvent set out to ensure those that served were showr
the respect and tribute they deserve for laying down their lives.

07A TAARA OEEO Oi EAAI 1000AI OAOhs OAEA
I DPATET ¢ AAOAI T T EAdB8AGE X0 hE CoGHor AyERsEAEA O O

Pl xxI x EAO AAAT EAT A AO OEA 6! 31 OOEAOI
baseball field to honor not just Native American veterans but all veterandVhile the public

was welcomed to watch, theeved xAO 1 001 U | AAT O A& O OE/
forthis country. 07 EAT Ul 668 OA ET Al 1T AAOh AdI 1 AOO |
OEEi h OEAU Ai1806 AAOA8 4EAU EAOA 11 AiiE
David West, the master € AAOATI 1T 1 EAO8 O4EEO EO | AAT O

OEAO AAOOOOAOEIT 80

West, a representative of the Southern Oregon Indian Coalition, the Rogue Valley Veterar
Powwow is one of a kind event. It was the first gathering in the nation to be tiebn
veterans administration grounds and developed into a program meant to help veterans.
O50A 1T £ OEA OxAAO 11T ACAh OAI EET ¢ AEOAI AC
i AOEAAT PAIT PI A &£ O OEA OOCAAOGI AT O 1 M'0i4C
OEA EOOOAO OEAOG60O0 OAAI T U OAOU |1 OAE AO O°E

According to VA officials, Native Americans have the highest per capita enlistment of any
ethnicity. From the Revolutionary War to the presenday U.S. military, Nave Americans
have served in all branches of the military. In a data report collected in 2012 by the VA on
American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans, Oregon had over 3,000 veterans.

Officials from the VA say being able to hold a powwow at a VA locatibas special meaning
for both sides. O4 EA EECE OACAOA OEAO OEAU EAOA £
)y OEETE OAOO A COAAO AgAi Pl Aho OAEA , AOC
1] AOEA . AOEOA DPOI COAI 8 Gipihe® & Aowetidh CA OA R
OADOAOGAIT7TEOEE iDIAd DI A £01T 1 OAOEI OO OOEAAO .
powerful momentintime. 091 &6 EAOA O1 AA POOA AO EAAO

Blanket described being able to take part in the Gourd Dancesacred ceremony for
warriors that have served in combat. As a member of the service and one who received
treatment from the White City VA, being a part of the dance is speciah respect for this
tradition, NBC5 News followed the wishes of the coalitioto not show any footage of the
gourd dancing.
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On Sunday, during later portions of the ceremonies, veterans shared where they served,

OEl OA xEI AEAT 860 ATi A EIT A xAOA EITT OAA
chance to find solace where they may ndtave had it before.091 O AAT 60 CE(
Ui 60 1 EAZA OEAOGGO0 Alil Ul &6 EAOGA O CEOAh (

ATi A ETTA ATA TAAA O AACET OAI EOET ¢ OE#
about. Its helping themto find that way and helping to support them and sustain them in
OEAO EIT OOT Ausgso

Veterans Share Stories to Heal During Sixth Annual
Summit

SmokegSigials B A O A Guticle Adm Smoke Signalsvhich was written by Dean Rhodes and which
ey e ran on July 13.

$O00ET ¢ OEA OAAITA AAU 1T &£ OEA OE@OE Al1 O#
Uyxat Powwow Grounds orThursday and Friday, Juys h A O- AT ACET C 4
AEOAOOOEIT T OA/&l A Adbdkiny striesho heah MoOdrated 18y K etdraAs
Affairs Portland Healthcare System Clinical Psychologist Dr. Sarah Suniga, a panel featur
four veteransshared stories of trauma experienced while serving in the military.

Army veteran John Courtney talked about being an infantry officer who served one tour of
AOOU ET A ATi AAOG UITA8 O/1AA EITAmMyivdtefaAddth
Willamina resident Roberta Davis discussed being a victim of military sexual assault and
the long time it took before she mustered the courage to file a claim with the U.S.
$APAOCOI AT O T &£ 6AOAOAT O ! ££AE OO SE I$ AiOSanEe F
Signalscoverage of the Veterans Summit.

Air Force veteran Raylene Thomas (Warm Springs) also discussed being a victim of sexu
assault while serving and the aid her friends provided to help her deal with the trauma.
Marine Corps \eteran and Yakama Tribal member Victor Ganuelas empathized with the
stories and discussed his work at Camp Chaparral, a wekdng cultural immersion
experience held on restricted grounds of the Yakama Indian Nation to help veterans
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder and drug and alcohol abuset EA D AT A
consensus advice for those who want to help suffering veterans: Be available to listen
without judging or trying to make it better.

The panel followed a 35minute presentation from Suniga, whaliscussed trauma and
PTSD.Suniga said the military works well in conditioning its members to have only one
response to the deeply engrained fighor-flight response in human beings, and that
response is fight O4 EEO OAO 1 £ -WrAdiriolyl OAOABGAEEROA3 O
TTO0 TAAA ATU AOAOO OAEAAOOGAI O AAOEOAOQZ
I £ Uil 60 TAOOI 6O OUOOAI 8 311 A OAU OEAO Ul
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SmokegS@nals

O7EAT EO AT 1 AO Ol 043 $dss rdsfoAsh §siehn tuingat up © A @d|
EECE O 10 A ATA EO AAAT T AO AEOI OARAOAAR i
nervous system makes these changes which create these lelegm impacts on your neurc
chemistry. 04 EA | E1 E OA ©thake sufe thad yokirAtfeds re§ponse system
AETTOAO T17T1TU TTA TPOETT 8 EECEO8 4EA 1 EI
person to the left or the right of you. Take care of your battle buddy. Never accept defeat.
The military does everything it can to override this engrained response and they do an

Al AUET ¢ ET Ah A O OEA 11060 PAOOS8G

However, Suniga said, it is important for veterans to understand that they should not blam
themselves for their automatic fight response, or automatic flight reponses or if they
freeze during a crucial moment02 AAT OAOU 1 EAO xEOEET UI O
30T ECA OAEA8 O2AAT GAOU EO bi OOEAI As 8 1 ¢
OOAOBI Ah AT A OEAOBO AAI OO AO EOI AT AO EOI

The sixth annual Veterans Summit started at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, July 5, with an invocatic
from Tribal Council Secretary Jon A. Georgelick Sixkiller, a Navy veteran from the
Cherokee Tribe in Oklahoma, once again served as master of ceremonitise Grand Ronde
Color Guard of Steve Bobb Sr., Alton Butler, Richard VanAtta, Raymond Petite and Al Mil
brought in the U.S., Oregon, Grand Ronde and POW/MIA flags and eagle staff.

Welcoming remarks were delivered by Mitch Sparks, acting director of the Oregon
DepartmAT O T £ 6 AOAOAT 08 ! AFAAEOON 4A0O0OU " AT O
Tribal Government Relations specialist; and Michael Fisher, director of the Portland
Veterans Affairs Healthcare Systend7 A AOA A POI OA 1T AGET T «x
EECEAO OAOA OEAT AT UAT AU Al OAhd OAEA 3bf
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.

0) 660 OAAT1T U AT EITT O ATA A POEOEI AcCA OI
OAOGAOAT Ohd " dultdxhadklhe Grare Raéhdediibe for hosting this event now
for six years. It really speaks well of the leadership in Grand Ronde and their commitment
Oi OEAEO OAOAOCAT O AT A Aiii O1 EOUS8G

Fisher said the reason he was attending the Veterans Summit was basa of his
commitment to outreach and being a better partner in helping veterans heal.

Vietnam War-era Navy veteran Charlie Tailfeathers (Cree/Blackfeet) discussed the POW
ceremony, which in previous years was acted out with Air Force veteran Linda Woodgho

AEA 116 AOOAT A OEEO UAAOBO 00Oii EOS
#lQQQ]AUﬁ xET OAO 11 OEA &OEAAU O- Al ’gg[

EOAOOOGAA EAAI ET ¢ AOT I OOAOGI-ABOOAEREAOBDE
09|o AAT 80 OPOETI O OEOI OCE EO86

Martin Earring (Cheyenne River Sioux/Oglala Indian) and Zandra Wilson (Dine) from the
National Museum of the American Indian, a Smithsonian Institution museum, discussed it:
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Smoke®Signals oral history project in which interviews with Native American veterans are being recorded

memmmmmmmm= A0 AT AAEOT AO O OEA , EAOAOU 1T &£ #1711 COAOC
Earring and Wilson were at the Chachalu Museum & Cultural Center on Friday, July 6, to
record interviews with any Native American veteran interested in sharing their story.
AEOQOOOCAARAB OO Al OF ETAI OAAA A OAOOEIT AAIlI
Tailfeathers, as well as a cultural sharing event held in the nearby Tribal plankhouse, ach:i
hammi, which featured singing by the Grand Ronde Canoe Family.
The summit reconvenedatod, 1t ¢ A81 8 &OEAAU xEOE "1 AAh
3SPAAEAT %OAT O "1 AOAh CEOET ¢ OEA ET O1 AAOGE
Other Friday events included Liz Estabrooks, Women Veterans coordinator with the state
Department of VeteAT 06 ! £A£ZAEOOh OAOOOIT EI C &£ O EAO
ET OAT OETT A1 ET AT OOCETT 1T &£ xi 1 AT xEAT AEOGZ
toward white males. 0) AT 180 xAT O OI OAPI AAA OEAOh
said, addirg that there are approximately 28,000 female veterans who live in Oregon.

In the afternoon, veterans had several activity choices that included male and female
OEAOET ¢ AEOAI AO ET OOAA AU 4AEI FAAOEAOO #
discussion hosted by Courtney, who also is a suicide prevention instructor; an

Owi P1 T UI AT O 3A0OOEAAOCOG DOAOGAT OGAOGEITT 11 AAC
Outreach representative with Worksource Yamihill; or a trip to Lebanon to view an All
Nations Native American Veterans Memorial A closing ceremony was held before the

summit segued into the Marcellus Norwest Memorial Veterans Powwow.

As with other Veterans Summits, many organizations surrounded the powwow arbor and
staffed resource tables, offering élp and services to veterans. Among those organizations
xAOA OEA ' OAT A 21T AA (AAT OE Q 7AI11TAOO +#
Portland-Vancouver chapter of the Northwest Indian Veteran Association, Native America
Cultural Association ofOregon, Worksource Yambhill, Military Helpline, Oregon Health &
SAEAT AA 51 EOAOOGEOUBO #AOAU %wUA )T OOEOOOA
Foreign Wars.

Tribal Dental Hygienist Sheila Blacketeer and Dental Assistant Shelby Hoyt were on hand
give dental examinations and Community Health Events Coordinator Kandee Little
transported those in need of medical attention from the powwow grounds to the clinic.

In addition to George, Tribal Council members Lisa Leno and Brenda Tuomi, an Army
veteran, attended parts of the summit, as did former Tribal Council chairman and Marine
Corps veteran Reyn Leno, who started the Veterans Summit in 2013 after attending a
planning meeting held in San Diego.

The summit was sponsored by the Native Wellness Institute @resham, Office of Tribal
Government Relations with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the Grand Rondée
Tribe. Social Services Department Manager Dana Ainam was the lead Tribal employee ir
I OCAT EUET ¢ OEEO UAAOGO A pcbpleagendeE A OAEA £
All attendees received a gift bag that included a-3hirt designed by Bobb.
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Tribal HUD -VASH Directive

VA recently published its Tribal HUD6 ! 3 ( $EOAAQOEOAS )y O I
AA Pl AAAA ET EOO AT OE ntdrésted ikrda0idgst, you(cdn x /
find it at the following link or by clicking on the cover page below:
https://vaww.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.asp?pub_1D=6432

Department of Veterans Affairs VHA DIRECTIVE 1504
Veterans Health Administration Transmittal Sheet
Washington, DC 20420 June 6, 2018

TRIBAL HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT - VETERANS AFFAIRS
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAM

1. REASON FOR ISSUE: This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) directive
establishes authority, policy, and procedures for the Tribal Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)-VA Supportive Housing (VASH) Program.

2. SUMMARY OF CONTENT: This is a new directive which sets forth VHA’s policy and
procedures for implementation of the Tribal HUD-VASH demonstration project. It
specifies responsibilities for implementing this program, in which VHA provides clinical
case management and supporiive services to homeless and at risk homeless American
Indian and Alaska Native Veterans living on or near Tribal HUD-VASH grantees’ trust
land.

3. RELATED ISSUES: VHA Directive 1162.05(1), Housing and Urban Development
Department of Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program, dated June 29, 2017, and
amended October 31, 2017.

4. RESPONSIBLE OFFICE: The Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Operations
and Management (10N) is responsible for the contents of this directive. Questions may
be directed to the Executive Director, VHA Homeless Programs Office, at 202-461-
1635.

5. RECISSIONS: None.

6. RECERTIFICATION: This VHA directive is scheduled for recerification on or before
the last working day of June 30, 2023. This VHA directive will continue to serve as
national VHA policy until it is recertified or rescinded.

Carolyn M. Clancy, M.D.
Executive in Charge

NOTE: All references herein to VA and VHA documents incorporate by reference
subsequent VA and VHA documents on the same or similar subject matter.

DISTRIBUTION: Emailed to the VHA Publications Distribution List on June 8, 2018.
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= NATIONAL
= TRIBAL
= HEALTH

= CONFERENCE

SEPTEMBER 17-20, 2018
COX CONVENTION CENTER, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

The 2018 National Tribal Health Conference will take place in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
September 1720, 2018. The National Tribal Health Conference (NTHC) is the largest
American Indian and Alaska Native specific gathering each year focused specifically on
health. The conference focuses on exploring health policy and its impact on Tribes,
advancing Tribal capacity to expand own policy work, and policy and political work in the
arenas of health care, public, behavioral, and environmental health. The confecen
features multiple tracks of concurrent breakout sessions, as well as general plenary
sessions that feature nationally recognized guest speakers and elected and appointed
governmental officials. A very important component of the National Tribal Health
Canference are the government consultation and listening sessions that are held in
conjunction with the conference, but are offered on preor post-conference days.

The conference is hosted and planned annually by the National Indian Health Board, as w
as local member organizations or Tribes. The 2018 National Tribal Health Conference
(NTHC) is being hosted locally by the Southern Plains Tribal Health Board.

Details
1 When
Monday, September 17, 2018 Thursday, September 20, 2018
7:00 AM-5:00 PM
Eastern Time

1 Where
Oklahoma City Cox Convention Center
1 Myriad Gardens
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102
(405) 602-8500
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swamors @ \WWOUNDED WARRIORS
WSUPPORT

FAMILY SUPPORT

WOUNDEDWARRIORSFAMILYSUPPORT.ORG

May 17, 2016
Greetings,

My name 1s Martin Duarte, Master Gunnery Sergeant, USMC, (Retired). I work for
Wounded Warriors Family Support (WWES) in the programs department. I am the
coordinator for Native American Veterans Support, Transition and Respite (NAVSTaR)
program. This program ensures that Native American veterans, especially those who are
combat wounded, are helped in a meaningful way.

If your Tribe is in need of a vehicle, please provide me with the below requested
mformation so I may vet your request through our administrative process.

. Location of Tribe so we can find the closes Ford dealership.

. Closest Veterans Affairs Office, 1.e distance (mileage) from the Reservation.

. Number of Native American Veterans in tribe.

. Number of Veterans that the tribe transports at one time to their appointments, this will
give us and idea on the size of the vehicle.

5. What type of vehicle will meet your requirements (1.e. 4x4 or 4x2).

6. Tribe W9 (Tribe Identification Number and Certification).

7. Tribes major challenges assisting Veterans.

B O B S R

Administrative Note:

Please be advise that 1f Wounded Warriors Family Support 1s able to support the request,
the tribe will be responsible for titling the vehicle, insurance, gas, and regular
maintenance.

WWES 1s a national organization that supports and advocates for our nation’s Veterans
wounded warriors. WWES has donated many vehicles nation-wide to other tribal veteran-
related programs. If any questions or concerns should arise pertaining to this matter, I may
be reach via my cell phone at (760) 405-7777 or by e-mail at martin duarte@wwfs.org.

Sincerely,

:_‘}zi/a);/zzz _@/«v—'fe
Martin Duarte
Assistant Program Director/ Outreach

920 S 107" Avenue, Suite 250 Omaha, Nebraska 68114 Phone (402) 932-7036 Fax (402) 916-4399
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